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Abstract

This article examines the main international programs and legislative
frameworks that contribute to the development of a green economy. The UN, EU,
World Bank, and other key institutions are prioritized. This article discusses
worldwide legal and institutional cooperation that affects green and sustainable
growth. Improved implementation, legislative improvements, and a transition to a
low-carbon, resource-intensive economy are examples. In addition, the article
analyzes the specific features of international agreements and conventions, such as the
Paris Agreement, Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development, the Kyoto Protocol, the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Convention on
Biological Diversity. Their impact on the green economy is studied. This paper
highlights how the United Nations, the European Union, and other international
financial institutions help to create a thorough and consistent framework for defining
mandatory criteria of a green economy and environment. The results demonstrate the
need for broad legal frameworks that improve environmental governance and
accountability at all decision-making levels.
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|. Introduction

The ideas of the green economy are an economic model that guarantees
environmental sustainability and social equity while so promoting development are
progressively influencing the global quest for sustainable development in the twenty-
first century (Aslam & Ghouse, 2023). Rising climate change challenges, unsustainable
resource use, and ecological damage have caused the world community to turn toward
creating thorough green economy models backed by legal systems. Especially at the
national level, the pragmatic legal application of these green ideas remains uneven
despite different declarations and treaties. There is still a discrepancy between
worldwide environmental pledges and the implementation of these frameworks inside
national legal systems even if many international agreements exist to direct sustainable
development and green economic growth.

The intersection of the green economy and sustainable development objectives
(SDG) significantly influence the legal paintings, generating positive impacts and
challenges that deserve a critical examination. A growing corpus of literature faces
how legal mechanisms can be aligned with the principles of the green economy,
highlighting various paths for sustainable development. The green economy acts as a
base to reach SDGs, placing that the policies that promote green growth can
effectively support environmental sustainability (Adamowicz, 2022). This alignment
is particularly relevant in the legal contexts in which the regulations can be adapted to
encourage the practices that strengthen both economic growth and ecological integrity.
In addition, the legal dimensions of the green economy, in detail how the legislative
paintings can evolve to facilitate innovation while guaranteeing compliance with the
sustainability objectives (Wang et al., 2024).

In practical contexts, the experiences of countries such as Ghana reveal valuable
intuitions on the legislative transformations driven by the initiatives of the green
economy. The implementation of a green economy in Ghana, underlining its potential
to serve as a model to integrate sustainability in national legal paintings (Ali et al.,
2021). The authors note that while there are significant progresses, the translation of
policy into impossible legal mandates remains full of challenges they face.
International perspectives also play a crucial role in modeling the legal paintings
relating to the green economy. The evolution of international environmental law in
light of the principles of the green economy, suggesting that these principles can
improve the legal mechanisms aimed at achieving sustainable development (Sand,
2012). However, this evolution is not without obstacles. Legal systems often face
various degrees of readiness to adopt and implement these progressive laws
effectively.

The notion of green growth as a pilot for sustainable development is taken up,
which illustrates how regulatory paintings can be adapted to stimulate innovation and
investments in green technologies (Ribeiro et al., 2023). Despite the potential benefits,
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Dogaru also warns of the complexities involved in the harmonization of environmental

objectives with traditional economic paintings, highlighting the need for global

regulatory reform. In a wider analytical context, an econometric evaluation of Chinese

green economic recovery and its alignment with the objectives of energy sustainability

(Waqas et al., 2025). Their results illustrate that although there are initial successes in

the regulatory interventions, more robust frameworks are needed to effectively
navigate the complexities of the implementation of the green economy.

The challenges in the integration of sustainability in legal paintings are also
illuminated, which focus on the role of green chemistry within the circular economy
systems (Ncube et al., 2023). They identify significant obstacles in the implementation
of legal principles that support sustainable development objectives, in particular in
facing the operation of green chemistry through existing regulations. Review of the
literature: Institutional reports and current research on the roles of significant
international players including the World Bank, the European Union, and the United
Nations Environment Program (UNEP) in advancing green economy projects have
found important legal frameworks comprise Agenda 2030, the Kyoto Protocol, and the
Paris Agreement. However most of the research concentrates on policy points of view,
so neglecting the study of legal tools and enforceability.

The relative success of international legal instruments in advancing the green
economy across nations is not much studied academically. Further restricting the
operationalization of sustainable development goals is the absence of a thorough legal
study on compliance, institutional mechanisms, and enforcement. The purpose of this
paper is to assess the worldwide legal systems’ impact on national legal systems by
means of an analysis of the international legal mechanisms supporting the change to a
green economy. It looks for gaps, chances, and suggestions for bringing home laws
into line with worldwide green economy goals. Research question is how national
green economy legislation is developed and implemented under the influence of
international legal initiatives and institutions? Through a thorough legal perspective
analysis of worldwide green economy mechanisms, this study adds to the legal debate
on environmental governance. It offers doable suggestions for legal institutions and
legislators to match national laws with commitments toward global sustainable
development.

I1. Methodology

The methodology of this study was literature review and analysis. A qualitative
examination of international legal frameworks, documents, organizational archives,
and coursework forms the basis for this study. To compile the most recent books,
reports, and journal entries, the methodology also included a thorough study of
academic databases. These databases let us grasp the primary trends and areas of work
of importance for best practitioners from all around the world. Key primary sources
are drafted The European Union’s policy documents, the official copies of
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international treaties, UN declarations and initiatives like the 2030 Agenda and
Rio+20 outcomes, and other international treaties. Secondary sources include studies
and evaluations published by the World Bank, the United Nations Environment
Program, and the Global Green Growth Institute. The analysis aimed at finding
patterns regarding the laws, institutional structures, and compliance and enforcement
activities from within the green economy paradigm was conducted.

I11. Results

29 13

During the recent global crises, the concept of a “green economy”, “green”
growth, and sustainable development has united representatives of international
organizations, government agencies, and civil society. “Green” growth is aimed at
simultaneously achieving economic growth and combating climate change, costly
destruction of the environment, and inefficient use of natural resources. In this regard,
it is necessary to develop the “green economy” issues as a comprehensive prospect for
overcoming the triple crisis: economic, energy, and environmental. Currently, the
world pays special attention to the issues of sustainable development and “green
growth”. This article analyzes the legal and institutional dimensions of the green
economy at the global level, paying special attention to the international treaties,
forums, programs, and other instruments that guide and govern global cooperation and
action.

The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Kyoto Protocol, and
the Paris Agreement make emission reduction commitments through the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, and the Agenda for the 21st Century suggests soft law
principles for sustainable development. Major findings point to a robust international
green economy promotion underpinning. Inter-organizational cooperation: UN
structures’ initiatives UNEP, UNIDO, UNITAR, and regional organizations EU, as
well as International financial institutions WORLD BANK, IFC, have established
collaboration through forums, research, and funding initiatives.

International funding of national environmental programs is done by Global
Environmental Fund (GEF) while the Green Climate Fund (GCF) as well as the Clean
Development Mechanism (CDM) also provide financial support. Green Growth
Knowledge Platform (GGKP), GGGI, and PAGE are institutions that promote the
sharing of information, education, and international collaboration. European Union
initiatives towards the green economy include Action Plan for Eco-Innovation the EU
and the Europe 2020 Strategy that support resource and environmental innovations, as
well as sustainable infrastructure and compulsory environmental quality standards.

The increase in social, environmental, and economic policies is associated with
the expansion and adoption of legal instruments at the international level. In large part,
the United States and other nations must internally remodel their systems to better
adhere to international directives. Nonetheless, there are challenges, particularly in
developing nations, in the areas of capacity building, equitable participation, and
enforcement. These gaps must be filled by specialized legal instruments that contain
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assistance and enforcement provisions. Countries must formulate more action-oriented
and stricter primary legislation that seeks to ease the adoption of measures geared
toward the implementation of the green economy. The shifts and emerging trends
earmarked in the developing international treaties and frameworks advance the
transitions to green economies in all countries of the world.

V. Discussion

Green economy initiatives are classified by number and structured into the
following categories: international platforms and forums; major international
partnerships; major international programs; and international
funds/facilities/mechanisms. The main objective of the platforms and forums is to
exchange information, disseminate knowledge using online platforms and databases,
and organize representative forums and other activities that promote green growth.
Participants of the platforms, within the framework of interaction based on Internet
resources, are provided with access to tools and models, strategies and programs, as
well as implementation schemes implemented in other countries. The platforms are
supported by a wide range of different actors, including UN organizations and
agencies, the OECD, other international and regional organizations and partnerships,
and international and regional development banks.

An important role in creating a new architecture of international cooperation for
the transition to a new “green” development model is played by international research
organizations, expert centers, and consulting firms, such as the World Economic
Forum (WEF), the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI), the World Resources
Institute (WRI), and the Stockholm Environmental Institute. The efforts of these
expert centers are aimed at developing a knowledge base, as well as introducing
advanced approaches and tools into decision-making processes. The “Big Four”
consulting firms (KPMG, E&Y, PWC, and Deloitte) take an active part in the
examination (Baldassarre et al., 2020).

The research i1s mainly carried out within the framework of innovative
partnerships and platforms, such as the Global Green Growth Institute, which supports
the development of national green growth plans in 15 countries; the Partnership for a
Green Economy (PAGE), established by UNEP, ILO, UNDP, UNIDO, and the United
Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) with the support of the
Republic of Korea and several other donors; the Green Growth Knowledge Platform
(GGKP); the Green Economy Coalition; and the Climate and Development
Knowledge Network (CDKN).

There are a number of partnerships focused on addressing climate change
mitigation and adaptation. These include large, participatory global partnerships such
as the Low Emissions Development Strategies (LEDS) Global Partnership, which is
coordinated with other international partnerships such as Open Energy Info (OpenEl),
the International Partnership on Mitigation and Measurement, Reporting and
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Verification (MRV), the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership
(REEEP), and the Renewable Energy Policy Network for the 21st Century.

Funds, institutions, and mechanisms primarily focus on financing projects for
clean technology development and capacity building, enabling individual countries to
transition to a green economy. The largest number of financial resources for green
projects in almost 70 countries is directed under the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change through the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) US$215.4
billion, as well as grants provided by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) through
UN organizations, the World Bank Group, and regional development banks US$10.5
billion, which attract co-financing in the amount of US$51 billion (Clark et al., 2018).

The main international organization responsible for environmental protection,
sustainable development, and the “green economy” is the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP). The goals and objectives of UNEP, as defined in its charter, are
to provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the environment by
creating opportunities to improve the quality of life of states and peoples without
harming future generations. As the main UN body in the field of the environment,
UNEP develops a global environmental program, promotes the implementation of the
environmental component of sustainable development, and initiates measures to
protect the planet’s natural environment (Mazzarino et al., 2020).

UNEP’s activities include:

e Environmental assessment of conditions and trends at the global, regional, and
national levels;

e Development of international and national environmental instruments;

e Strengthening institutions for sound environmental management.

UNIDO (United Nations Industrial Development Organization, UNIDO) is a
specialized agency mandated to promote industrial development and international
industrial cooperation. UNIDO works to improve the quality of life of the world’s
poor by applying its combined global resources and expertise in three interrelated
thematic areas:

e Poverty reduction through productive activities;
e Trade capacity-building;
e Energy and environment.
As noted in UNIDO documents on the UNIDO Green Industry Initiative for
Sustainable Development, this initiative offers developing countries and emerging

economies practical tools to assess the costs, benefits, and opportunities of moving
towards a green economy.

A. Research Activities and International Scientific Cooperation in Solving
Environmental Problems

In 1971, the World Program of International Cooperation on the Problems of
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Interaction between Man and the Environment, “Man and the Biosphere,” was created
within the framework of UNESCO. The program is aimed at improving the interaction
of man with his natural environment, as well as identifying and reducing losses from
such interaction. Among the objectives of the program are the conservation of genetic
resources, biological species, ecosystems, and landscapes; conducting interdisciplinary
scientific research and monitoring the environmental, social, and economic
consequences of biodiversity loss; developing environmental education; and training
personnel in the field of the environment.

B. World Bank

The World Bank (WB) pays great attention to the issues of creating a “green
economy” and environmental problems of global development, especially changing
climatic conditions on the planet. Following the adoption of the Bank’s Strategic
Program on Development and Climate Change in 2008 and the publication of the
“World Development Report 2010: Development and Climate Change” in 2010, the
Bank’s experts are currently developing a new “Action Plan on Climate Change”. It is
designed to help increase the resilience of countries to climate change and promote
“green” economic growth in the interests of all segments of the population and will
also allow for the consideration of climate risk assessments when making investment
decisions on all Bank projects.

The WB has organized a regional Economies of Green Growth Peer-Assisted
Learning Network (EGGPAL) for experts from the ministries of finance, economy,
and environment in Europe and Central Asia. The goal of the network is to jointly
discuss the challenges of ensuring economic growth in the context of a changing
climate. EGGPAL supports leadership and action on climate change by highlighting
the usefulness of economic tools for analysis that lead to better policies. The linkages
between technical models and practical implementation make EGGPAL an ideal
platform for expanding and applying scientific and technical knowledge held by
policymakers in Europe and Central Asia (ECA).

By engaging external experts and sharing best practices within the community,
EGGPAL provides a forum for ECA countries to accelerate learning-by-doing and
build their institutional and technical capacity. The International Finance Corporation
(IFC), an international financial institution and member of the World Bank Group,
invests in the private sector. In its activities, when evaluating investment projects, it
uses international social and environmental standards developed with the support of
UNEP and introduced by the UN into global financial practice (Baste & Watson,
2022).

C. European Union (EU): Action to Implement the Ideas of Sustainable
Development and the “Green Economy”

The new European development strategy, “Europe 2020: A strategy for smart,
sustainable, and inclusive growth,” adopted by the EU Council in 2010, sets three
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development priorities with corresponding indicators for member states until 2020:

e Smart growth (development of an economy based on knowledge and
innovation);

e Sustainable growth (creation of an economy based on the rational use of
resources, a ‘“‘green economy’’);

e Inclusive growth (social inclusion, increasing the level of employment, and
achieving social and territorial cohesion).
D. Initiatives to Create a “Green Economy”

The foundations of the “green economy” in Europe were laid by the EU’s
innovative development plans, which oriented European entrepreneurs towards the
creation of environmentally friendly technologies. Specifically, the EU adopted the
Environmental Technologies Action Plan in 2004. The areas that were
“environmentally friendly” and supported by the EU included new technologies in the
field of renewable energy generation, environmentally friendly cars, “environmentally
friendly” building materials, and environmentally friendly waste processing
technologies, in particular recycling or secondary use. According to EU experts, the
main areas of activity in this area for supranational, national, and local authorities are:

The strategy involves promoting events to attract private and public funds for
new developments through focused research, within the overall research budget,
which should amount to 3% of the country’s GDP.

e Creating European Technology Platforms (ETPs)—a form of public-private
partnership for long-term cooperation to create environmentally friendly
technologies and solve problems related to the entire range of environmental
measures;

e Mobilizing financial resources (loans, venture capital), as well as attracting
funds from special EU funds, such as the Framework Program for R&D
Development. Structural funds, competitiveness and innovation programs, etc.;

e “Green” public procurement; training of personnel for industry and business;

e Establishing standards and ensuring quality control for new technologies is
crucial.

e Promoting the development of eco-technologies in developing countries and
stimulating foreign investment aimed at supporting sustainable development at
the global level (European Commission, 2004).

E. Joint initiatives of International Organizations Promoting the Ideas of a
“Green Economy”

The UN Conference on Sustainable Development in 2012 (Rio+20) recognized
that the “green economy” is an important mechanism for ensuring sustainable
development of the global system. The documents of the conference indicated that the
transition to a new development model requires enormous efforts not only from
individual countries but also from the entire international community, which implies

ISSN: 3060-4575 8



L [QE [—:_ /—\\_D Uzbek Journal of Law and Digital Policy |

Volume: 3, Issue: 2

further intensification of the global partnership for sustainable development. This
involves assisting individual countries in creating national strategies for the
development of a “green economy” and implementing them. To do this, the UN and
other international groups were asked to work together to help developing countries
find funding and technical help, make tools for the growth of a “green economy,”
learn from other countries’ best practices, and create ways for people to share
information and ideas about how to make good policies and find the resources they
need to put them into action.

The main partners implementing green economy initiatives are the UN system
and the World Bank Group. The green economy initiatives in this document are
structured into the following categories: international platforms and forums; major
international partnerships; major international programs; and international
funds/institutions/mechanisms. Green economy and sustainable development ideas are
being pushed forward in a big way these days thanks to projects that give decision-
makers, the people who make and carry out plans, strategies, and programs for
sustainable development, and regular people in society useful information. Thanks to
the development of the Internet, this activity has acquired a wide scope.

Under the auspices of UN organizations and in cooperation with other
international organizations and the governments of individual countries, 16 different
international platforms and forums are currently functioning. Their main tasks are to
exchange information, disseminate knowledge using online platforms and databases,
organize representative forums, and engage in other activities. The efforts of these
expert centers are aimed at developing a knowledge base, as well as introducing
advanced approaches and tools into decision-making processes. Newly established
international institutions, in particular the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI), are
playing an increasingly active role in creating a global architecture that promotes the
“green economy.”

The Institute is an international organization created with the assistance of the
UN Conference on Sustainable Development, or “Rio+20,” funded by a number of
countries Denmark, Australia, the Republic of Korea, Norway, and the UAE as well as
the EBRD and some other international organizations. Developing a high-level
political dialogue between governments, partnerships, and knowledge exchange
between different groups of international and regional organizations, the Institute
supports the development and dissemination of a “green” growth model that ensures
environmental sustainability and energy security, combats poverty, and creates new
opportunities for social development.

Kyoto Protocol was adopted in 1997 and entered into force in 2005. Its goal to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by industrialized countries. Mechanisms: including
transboundary ones — international trading of quotas, Joint Implementation (JI), Clean
Development Mechanism (CDM) (UN Kyoto Protocol, 1992). Currently, there are 192
Parties to the Kyoto Protocol. The Kyoto Protocol operationalizes the United Nations
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Framework Convention on Climate Change by committing industrialized countries
and economies in transition to limit and reduce greenhouse gases (GHG) emissions in
accordance with agreed individual targets. The Convention itself only asks those
countries to adopt policies and measures on mitigation and to report periodically. The
Kyoto Protocol is based on the principles and provisions of the Convention and
follows its annex-based structure. It only binds developed countries, and places a
heavier burden on them under the principle of “common but differentiated
responsibility and respective capabilities”, because it recognizes that they are largely
responsible for the current high levels of GHG emissions in the atmosphere.

The Paris Agreement is a legally binding international treaty on climate change.
It was adopted by 196 Parties at the UN Climate Change Conference (COP21) in
Paris, France, on 12 December 2015 (UN Paris Agreement, 2015). It entered into force
on 4 November 2016. Its overarching goal is to hold “the increase in the global
average temperature to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels” and pursue efforts
“to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.” To limit global
warming to 1.5°C, greenhouse gas emissions must peak before 2025 at the latest and
decline 43% by 2030. The Paris Agreement is a landmark in the multilateral climate
change process because, for the first time, a binding agreement brings all nations
together to combat climate change and adapt to its effects.

Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development. The Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, were adopted by the United Nations in
2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure that by
2030 all people enjoy peace and prosperity. The 17 SDGs are integrated, they
recognize that action in one area will affect outcomes in others, and that development
must balance social, economic and environmental sustainability. Countries have
committed to prioritize progress for those who're furthest behind. The SDGs are
designed to end poverty, hunger, AIDS, and discrimination against women and girls.

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
was an international climate treaty finalized at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in
June 1992, which entered into force in March 1994. The text was initially agreed to by
an Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee in New York between April and May
1992. The objective of the Convention was to curb and stabilize greenhouse-causing
emissions in the atmosphere. Though there were no binding limits on emissions for
individual countries and no enforcement mechanism was introduced, the Convention
was seen as a key first step in addressing global climate change (United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change.

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is the international legal
instrument for “the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its
components and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the
utilization of genetic resources” that has been ratified by 196 nations. Its overall
objective is to encourage actions, which will lead to a sustainable future. The
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conservation of biodiversity is a common concern of humankind. The Convention on
Biological Diversity covers biodiversity at all levels: ecosystems, species and genetic
resources. It also covers biotechnology, including through the Cartagena Protocol on
Biosafety. In fact, it covers all possible domains that are directly or indirectly related
to biodiversity and its role in development, ranging from science, politics and
education to agriculture, business, culture and much more.

The Global Pact for the Environment (GPE) aims to serve as a legally binding
“umbrella text” that codifies consensus principles of international environmental law
to improve environmental protections and achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. In doing so, the GPE will act as a third international Covenant,
codifying the principles enshrined in the 1992 Rio Declaration just as the Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
both ratified in 1966, did for the Universal Declaration on Human Rights of 1948.

Conclusion

This study shows the role of the United Nations, the European Union, and other
international financial organizations in forming a comprehensive and consistent
system for establishing compulsory requirements of a green economy and
environment. The implementation of these programs requires the formulation of
appropriate national legal policies that incorporate international standards. The
application of worldwide norms in the national laws countries have to change their
environmental laws in line with global accords including the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

The “Green Economy’s” practice of adopting thorough green economy policies
that specify objectives, instruments, and institutional obligations is quite crucial for
governments. National legislation is necessary to guarantee openness, extensive public
participation, and access to judicial remedies for environmental protection, improving
environmental governance systems. Public-private projects (PPP) and green
innovations: Legislation and public-private cooperation should inspire sustainable
innovations. Mandatory assessments of environmental and climate risks Laws should
control the environmental evaluations and planning for development projects meant to
be resilient against climate change. States should take into account setting up
specialized environmental courts to handle environmental and sustainability laws’
execution.
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