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Abstract

This article examines the legal framework for property rights in Uzbekistan,
with a focus on the challenges and opportunities presented by the digital age. The
study analyzes existing legislation, including the Law on Property in the Republic
of Uzbekistan, and relevant presidential decrees such as the "Digital Uzbekistan-
2030" Strategy and the "Strategy of New Uzbekistan for 2022-2026". Through a
comparative analysis of property rights in Uzbekistan and other jurisdictions, the
article highlights the need for a more responsive and comprehensive approach to
address the unique aspects of digital property. The main findings of the study
reveal that while Uzbekistan's current legal framework for property rights has been
effective in addressing traditional forms of property, it may require modifications
and updates to accommodate the rapid advancements in technology and the
increasing importance of digital assets in the economy. The study also identifies
potential conflicts between existing laws and the emerging digital landscape, as
well as areas where the legal framework could be improved to better protect and
manage property rights in the digital era. The article concludes by emphasizing the
importance of adapting property rights legislation and policies to address the
challenges and opportunities posed by digital advancements, and suggests potential
avenues for future research in the field of property rights and digital transformation

in Uzbekistan.
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I. Introduction

Property rights play a critical role in shaping the legal and economic
landscape of any country, including Uzbekistan. As a foundational component of a
market-oriented economy, property rights are essential for promoting investment,
fostering entrepreneurship, and facilitating economic growth. In Uzbekistan,
national legislation and presidential decrees play a significant role in defining and
regulating property rights, thereby shaping the country's legal environment. The
digital age has brought new challenges and opportunities for property rights, as the
nature of property is increasingly shifting from tangible to intangible assets. The
rapid growth of digital technologies has necessitated a re-examination of existing
legal frameworks to ensure that they effectively address the unique characteristics
of digital property. In this context, Uzbekistan's "Digital Uzbekistan-2030"
Strategy (Presidential Decree of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 2020) sets forth an
ambitious roadmap for the country's digital transformation, with implications for

property rights and the legal framework governing them.

The objective of this article is to provide a comprehensive analysis of the
legal framework for property rights in Uzbekistan, with a focus on the impact of
the digital age and the "Digital Uzbekistan-2030" Strategy. The scope of the article
encompasses a review of relevant national legislation and presidential decrees, an
examination of the challenges and opportunities presented by digital
advancements, and a discussion of potential policy recommendations to enhance
the effectiveness of the legal framework in addressing property rights in the digital
era. By exploring the intersection of property rights and digital technologies in
Uzbekistan, this article aims to contribute to the ongoing discourse on the
evolution of property rights in the context of the digital age, while providing

valuable insights for policymakers, legal practitioners, and researchers in the field.
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1. Methods

This article employs a multi-faceted research methodology to explore the
legal framework for property rights in Uzbekistan, with a focus on the digital age
and the "Digital Uzbekistan-2030" Strategy. A thorough examination of pertinent
legislation, including the Law on Property in the Republic of Uzbekistan (Law of
the Republic of Uzbekistan, 1990) and relevant presidential decrees, such as the
"On the Strategy of New Uzbekistan for 2022-2026" (Presidential Decree of the
Republic of Uzbekistan, 2022), will provide the basis for understanding the
existing legal framework governing property rights in Uzbekistan. This review will
help identify the strengths and weaknesses of the current legal framework and offer
insights into potential areas for improvement. By comparing the legal framework
for property rights in Uzbekistan with those of other countries, this study aims to
identify best practices and innovative approaches that could inform the
development of more effective property rights regulation in the context of the

digital age.

This comparative analysis will cover both countries with similar legal
traditions and those that have adopted different approaches to property rights
regulation, offering valuable insights into a diverse range of legal solutions. This
component of the methodology involves an in-depth analysis of the challenges and
opportunities presented by digital advancements for property rights and the legal
framework governing them. This analysis will cover various aspects of digital
property, such as digital assets, intellectual property rights in the digital sphere, and
the impact of digital technologies on traditional forms of property rights. By
examining the interplay between property rights and digital advancements, this
study seeks to contribute to the development of a more comprehensive and

effective legal framework for property rights in the digital age.
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I11. Results

The Law on Property in the Republic of Uzbekistan (Law of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, 1990) sets forth the legal framework governing property rights in the
country. The law recognizes various forms of property, including state, collective,
and private property. It also establishes the principles of legal protection and the
inviolability of property rights, non-discrimination among different forms of
property, and the freedom to dispose of property in accordance with the law. The
presidential decrees, such as the "On the Strategy of New Uzbekistan for 2022-
2026" (Presidential Decree of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 2022), emphasize the
importance of ensuring a robust legal framework for property rights and the need
for modernizing the regulatory environment to accommodate the rapidly evolving

digital landscape.

In the digital age, the traditional understanding of property rights is being
challenged by the emergence of digital assets and the increasing importance of
intellectual property rights in the digital sphere. The current legal framework in
Uzbekistan, while effective in governing traditional forms of property, may not be
fully equipped to address the unique challenges posed by digital property. For
instance, the Law on Property in the Republic of Uzbekistan does not explicitly
address digital assets, which could lead to ambiguities and inconsistencies in the
application of property rights principles to digital property. Furthermore, the
existing intellectual property laws may need to be updated to account for the
growing importance of digital content and the unique challenges associated with

protecting and enforcing intellectual property rights in the digital environment.

The "Digital Uzbekistan-2030" Strategy (Presidential Decree of the
Republic of Uzbekistan, 2020) highlights the need for a comprehensive approach
to digital transformation, including the modernization of the legal framework for
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property rights. This presents both challenges and opportunities for the legal
framework in addressing property rights in the digital era. Some of the key
challenges include the need to develop clear and comprehensive definitions of
digital property, the establishment of a legal framework for the ownership and
transfer of digital assets, and the development of effective mechanisms for

protecting and enforcing intellectual property rights in the digital sphere.

On the other hand, the digital transformation presents significant
opportunities for the legal framework to evolve and adapt to the needs of the
digital age. By drawing on best practices and innovative approaches from other
jurisdictions, Uzbekistan can develop a more effective and responsive legal
framework for property rights in the digital era. This could, in turn, contribute to
the overall success of the "Digital Uzbekistan-2030" Strategy and support the

country's transition to a digital economy.
IVV. Discussion

The findings of this study reveal that the current legal framework governing
property rights in Uzbekistan, while effective in addressing traditional forms of
property, may require modifications to accommodate the unique challenges posed
by the digital age. The rapid advancements in technology and the increasing
importance of digital assets in the economy highlight the need for a more
responsive and comprehensive legal framework that takes into accounts the
specificities of the digital environment. Digital advancements have significant
implications for property rights in Uzbekistan. The emergence of digital assets and
the growing importance of intellectual property rights in the digital sphere can lead
to potential conflicts with existing laws and presidential decrees. For instance, the
Law on Property in the Republic of Uzbekistan does not explicitly address digital

assets, which may create ambiguities and inconsistencies in the application of
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property rights principles to digital property. Furthermore, existing intellectual
property laws may not be fully equipped to address the unique challenges
associated with protecting and enforcing intellectual property rights in the digital

environment.

Future research should focus on examining the best practices and innovative
approaches adopted by other jurisdictions in addressing property rights in the
digital era. This can help inform the development of a more effective and
responsive legal framework for property rights in Uzbekistan. Policy
recommendations should consider the objectives and priorities outlined in the
"Digital Uzbekistan-2030" Strategy and the "Strategy of New Uzbekistan for 2022-
2026", such as modernizing the legal framework and fostering the development of

the digital economy.

e Developing clear and comprehensive definitions of digital property and
assets, ensuring that the legal framework covers a wide range of digital
properties.

e Establishing a legal framework for the ownership, transfer, and
management of digital assets, including provisions on inheritance and
taxation.

e Strengthening the protection and enforcement of intellectual property
rights in the digital sphere by updating existing laws and adopting new
legislation as needed.

e Encouraging collaboration between public and private stakeholders,
including academia, industry, and government, to foster innovation and

the development of best practices in managing digital property rights.
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e Ensuring that the legal framework is adaptive and responsive to the
rapidly evolving digital landscape, with provisions for regular review and

updates as needed.
Conclusion

This study has provided an overview of the legal framework for property
rights in Uzbekistan, with a particular focus on the challenges and opportunities
presented by the digital age. The analysis of the existing legislation, including the
Law on Property in the Republic of Uzbekistan, and relevant presidential decrees,
such as the "Digital Uzbekistan-2030" Strategy and the "Strategy of New
Uzbekistan for 2022-2026", has highlighted the need for a more responsive and
comprehensive approach to address the unique aspects of digital property. The
main findings of the study reveal that while Uzbekistan's current legal framework
for property rights has been effective in addressing traditional forms of property, it
may require modifications and updates to accommodate the rapid advancements in
technology and the increasing importance of digital assets in the economy. The
study also identified potential conflicts between existing laws and the emerging
digital landscape, as well as areas where the legal framework could be improved to

better protect and manage property rights in the digital era.

As the digital transformation continues to shape Uzbekistan's legal and
economic landscape, it is crucial for policymakers, legal professionals, and
stakeholders to prioritize the adaptation of property rights legislation and policies
to effectively address the challenges and opportunities posed by digital
advancements. By doing so, Uzbekistan can ensure that its legal framework
remains relevant and responsive to the rapidly evolving digital environment,

fostering innovation, and promoting the growth of its digital economy. Final
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thoughts and potential avenues for future research in the field of property rights
and digital transformation in Uzbekistan include examining the best practices and
innovative approaches adopted by other jurisdictions in addressing property rights
in the digital era, as well as exploring the potential impact of emerging
technologies, such as block-chain and artificial intelligence, on the legal
framework for property rights. Such research endeavors can contribute to the
ongoing development of a more effective and adaptive legal framework that

supports the growth and success of Uzbekistan's digital economy.
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